Blodeuwedd

miniatures for mixed solo percussion

Based on Joules Taylor’s

Celtic Messages

COMPOSER‘ S NOTES
Blodeuwedd is a set of four one-minute miniatures based on Celtic Messages, Joules Taylor’s oracle deck of sacred
symbols for affirmation and divination. The pieces are written for pedal glockenspiel, five temple blocks, opera
gong, tambourin, sleigh bells, kick drum, 32” tam-tam, and vibraphone.

Words and images on the succeeding pages are taken directly from the Helpers chapter of Taylor’s book.

MINIATURES
1.

Mabon

2.

Herne

3.

The Morrigan

4.

Blodeuwedd

MABON
Keywords: A Child, Liberation, New Perspective
Mabon is the Celtic god of music, harmony and unity. Stolen at
three days old and help captive in a dungeon, he was freed by the
heroes Kai and Gwrhyr. He represents captivity and liberation, and
acts as mediator between humanity and the gods. His is the fourspoked solar wheel of the cycles of life, the changing year, and the
seasons’ treasures. Mabon flings his arms wide, embracing the
world and all it holds. His excitement and happiness are infectious.

HERNE
Keywords: Dynamic, Wild, Chaotic
God of hunting, fertility and wildlife, Herne kept the natural world
strong and balanced by selecting the fittest creatures to survive and
culling the weak. Also known as Cernunnos, Supreme Lord of the
Forest, Herne was the very essence of the Wildwood, the pure,
elemental spirit that revels in the joy of living. Unexpected and
sudden change is his defining feature — a whirlwind that can carry
you away into life-changing adventure.

THE MORRIGAN
Keywords: Danger, Enemies, Renewal
The Celtic goddess of war, death, sex, and fertility, The Morrigan
was a shape-shifter, changing her appearance to confuse and
terrify her enemies. The Morrigan is both beautiful and terrible,
inspiring awe and fear. She has no qualms about seducing her
enemies before killing them. She is deadly and dangerous to know
— yet she also clears the ground ready for the growth of new
understanding.

BLODEUWEDD
Keywords: Secrets, Solitude, Love
The beautiful creation of a magician, Blodeuwedd (which means
“face of a flower”) was fashioned from the blossom of
meadowsweet, oak and broom to wed the son of a goddess. Alas,
Blodeuwedd loved another and so was transformed into an owl as
punishment so that she may never “show her face to light of day”.
She symbolizes self-will and the determination to decide your own
fate.
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